
   ES 213 Contemporary Latin@ Issues 
Spring 2015 

Three Credits 
 
 
Instructor:  José-Antonio Orosco, Ph.D 
Office: Milam 317 
E-mail: joseph.orosco@oregonstate.edu  
Phone: 541-737-4335 (office) 
Office hours: Tuesdays 3:30-5pm and by appointment 
Teaching Assistant:  Zandro Lerma 
 
Description 
 
This course involves an interdisciplinary examination of contemporary Latin@ 
culture and current issues affecting the status of the largest Latin@ communities 
within the United States, including Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, and 
Cubans. 
 
There are no prerequisites for this course.   
 
Required Texts:  Latino/a Thought, Second Edition, by Francisco Vazquez. 

Harvest of Empire, Second Edition, by Juan Gonzalez. 
Other readings available on Canvas. 

 
Course Outcomes 
 
At the end of this course, students should be able to: 
 
1)   Explain how difference is socially constructed. 
2)   Using historical and contemporary examples, describe how perceived 

differences, combined with unequal distribution of power across 
economic, social, and political institutions, result in discrimination. 

3)   Analyze ways in which the interactions of social categories, such as race, 
ethnicity, social class, gender, religion, sexual orientation, disability, and 
age, are related to difference, power, and discrimination in the United 
States. 

 
 
Class Protocols 
 
This course is conducted on the principle of cooperative learning.  This means 
that your participation in class discussion is encouraged.  You will be expected to 
listen, learn, and respond to the ideas of your class colleagues and, in general, to 
maintain the integrity and flow of the conversation.  Participation means more 
than just showing up for class and listening to the professor or the students who 
talk a lot.  Cooperative learning means that you will be expected to offer your 
own views on the course material, and possibly, to revise them upon interaction 
with other people’s views.  This class will be structured to make sure your 
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opinions help others understand better and your input is taken seriously by all of 
us. In order to accomplish this goal, please make sure your comments are 
constructive and respectful of others, even in your disagreements.  
 
Come prepared for class.  This means that you are ready to discuss the readings 
with your classmates and give them your critical attention.  Bring your textbooks 
and readings to all class sessions. 
 
Please turn off all cell phones and other portable electronic devices during 
class.  Please do not text message or read other materials during class; if you are 
caught disrupting class this way, I will ask for your device, book, or reading 
material until the end of the class period, or ask you to leave. 
 
Do not use your laptop during class unless you have cleared it with me first.  
Lectures and class discussions may not be recorded without prior approval. 
 
Students with disabilities who have accommodations approved through 
Disabilities Access Services are responsible for contacting me during the first 
week of the term to discuss accommodations. Students who believe they are 
eligible for accommodations but who have not yet obtained approval through 
DAS should contact DAS immediately. 
 
Grades and Assignments 
 
Your final grades will be calculated according to the following guideline.  Factors 
such as increased participation will definitely be taken into account. 
 
Reading Quizzes:    20% 
Short Exam 1    25% 
Short Exam 2     25% 
Final Portfolio    30% 
 
Reading Quizzes:  Each class period starting week two, you will be required to 
take a short reading quiz at the beginning of the class to test your reading 
comprehension of that day’s readings. 
 
Short Exams:  You will be required to write two short take-home exams covering 
some of the course material.  Each exam will consist of short essays and be a 
maximum of 4 pages long.  Please follow the paper guidelines at the end of the 
syllabus.  I will give you the exam topics and due dates over Canvas.   
 
Final Portfolio:  You will be required to complete a final portfolio that will 
consist of two assignments:  a short film review and a final essay of no more than 
5 pages length.  I will provide you with the topics and guidelines over Canvas.  
The portfolio is due during Finals Week. 
 
For all written assignments:  No late work is accepted and no extensions 
granted without prior approval. 
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Reading Schedule:  Please note that this is a tentative schedule and is subject 
to change.   If you miss class, it will be your responsibility to find out about 
changes to the readings and assignments. 

   
Week One:  Class Themes   

• Introduction to the course 
 
Week Two:  The Latin@ Threat Narrative 

• Samuel Huntington, “The Hispanic Challenge” 
 

• Victor Davis Hanson, “Mexifornia, Five Years Later” 
-Heather MacDonald, “Hispanic Family Values” 
-Leo Chavez, “The Latino Threat Narrative 

 
Week Three: Democracy in the Americas 

• Thomas Jefferson, “Declaration of Independence”, Canvas 
-Jose Maria de Morelos, “Sentiments of the Nation”, Canvas 
-Juan Jose Espinosa de Monteros, “Mexican Declaration of Independence”, 
Canvas 
 

• Francisco Vazquez, “A Continental American Quest for Democracy”, pp. 
31-50, in Latino/a Thought (LT) 
-Juan Gonzalez, Harvest of Empire, Chapter One 
 

 
Week Four:  The Origins of Mexican Americas 

• Juan Gonzalez, Harvest of Empire, Chapter Two 
-Vazquez, “The United States War with Mexico”, pp. 145-148, in (LT) 
-Letter from James Buchanan and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, pp. 149-159, 
in (LT) 
 

• Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and Citizenship Case, Canvas 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and Land Rights Cases, Canvas 
 

 
Week Five:  The Mexican American Generation  

• Juan Gonzalez, Harvest of Empire, Chapter Five 
-Vazquez, “The Fragile Political Status of Mexican Americans and Their 
Continued Quest for Democracy”  pp. 161-167, in (LT) 
-Jose Limon, “El Primer Congreso Mexicanista de 1911”, pp. 169-192, in 
(LT) 

 
• Roberto Alvarez, “The Lemon Grove Incident”, Canvas 
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Week Six:  The Origins of Puerto Rico  
• Eugenio Maria de Hostos, “The Scientific Education of Women”, “The 

Purpose of the Normal School”,  Canvas 
 

• Juan Gonzalez, Harvest of Empire, pp. 58-63 
-Vazquez, “Under Two Empires:  A 400 Year Struggle” pp. 359-375, in 
(LT) 
 

Week Seven:  The Origins of Cuba 
• Jose Marti, Our America, Canvas 

 
• Juan Gonzalez, Harvest of Empire, pp. 63-66 and Chapter Six 

-Vazquez, “The Treaty of Paris”, pp. 273-278, “The Platt Amendment”, 
295-298 
 

Week Eight: Nationalism and Resistance 
• David Sanchez, “Brown Beret National Policies”, pp. 215-221, in LT 

Michael Abramson, “Young Lords Party”, pp. 405-409, in LT 
Maria Cristina Garcia, “Havana USA”, pp. 327-353, in LT 
 

• Juan Gonzalez, Harvest of Empire, Chapter Four and Fourteen 
Vazquez, “Searching for the Best Life, Not the Best Citizenship”, pp. 411-
416, in (LT) 

 
Week Nine: New Identities/Communities  

• Cherie Moraga, “Queer Aztlan”, pp. 223-242, in (LT) 
Gloria Anzaldua, “The New Mestiza”, Canvas 
 

• Maria de los Angeles Torres, “Transitional Political and Cultural 
Identities”, pp. 491-509, in (LT) 
Juan Gonzales, Harvest of Empire, Chapter 11 

 
Week Ten:  Latino USA 

• Elizabeth Martinez, “Reinventing America” and “Don’t Call This Country, 
‘America’”, Canvas 
Cesar Chavez, “What is Democracy?” Canvas. 
 

• Vazquez, “Latino, USA”, pp. 535-562, in (LT) 
 

 
Paper Guidelines  
 
This course follows the university rules on civility and honesty in academic 
work.  
 
a) Academic or Scholarly Dishonesty is defined as an act of deception in which a 
Student seeks to claim credit for the work or effort of another person, or uses 
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unauthorized materials or fabricated information in any academic work or 
research, either through the Student's own efforts or the efforts of another.  
 
b) It includes: 
 
(i) CHEATING - use or attempted use of unauthorized materials, information or 
study aids, or an act of deceit by which a Student attempts to misrepresent 
mastery of academic effort or information. This includes but is not limited to 
unauthorized copying or collaboration on a test or assignment, using prohibited 
materials and texts, any misuse of an electronic device, or using any deceptive 
means to gain academic credit. 
 
(ii) FABRICATION - falsification or invention of any information including but 
not limited to falsifying research, inventing or exaggerating data, or listing 
incorrect or fictitious references. 
 
(iii) ASSISTING - helping another commit an act of academic dishonesty. This 
includes but is not limited to paying or bribing someone to acquire a test or 
assignment, changing someone's grades or academic records, taking a test/doing 
an assignment for someone else by any means, including misuse of an electronic 
device. It is a violation of Oregon state law to create and offer to sell part or all of 
an educational assignment to another person (ORS 165.114). 
 
(iv) TAMPERING - altering or interfering with evaluation instruments or 
documents. 
 
(v) PLAGIARISM - representing the words or ideas of another person or 
presenting someone else's words, ideas, artistry or data as one's own, or using 
one's own previously submitted work. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to 
copying another person's work (including unpublished material) without 
appropriate referencing, presenting someone else's opinions and theories as one's 
own, or working jointly on a project and then submitting it as one's own. 
 
 
Please follow these guidelines for written work: 
 
Your papers must be typed, 11-or12 point font, doubled-spaced, proofread, and 
“spell-checked.” 
 
Use in text citation for your assignments, i.e. (Martinez, p. 123), when using 
readings assigned from class.  If you use outside sources, please provide a 
bibliography page.   
 
You will be graded on the organization, content (your level of detail and use of 
specific examples), and style of your paper, as well as on writing mechanics, such 
as spelling, grammar, and use of gender appropriate language.  The following is 
a rough guide to how papers are evaluated. 
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A Paper= Paper is excellent work: represents outstanding comprehension of 
the subject matter;  paper is very well organized and argument is 
logical;  writer uses very specific and well-cited examples and 
evidence to support claims;  language is sophisticated and flows 
very well; almost no spelling or grammar errors. 

 
B Paper= Paper is good work; represents very good comprehension of the 

subject matter;  paper is organized and argument is mostly logical, 
with perhaps some tangents or missing steps;  writer uses some 
examples and evidence to support claims (but are not as detailed or 
well-cited as an A paper);  language is well chosen and flows well; 
some spelling or grammar errors, but not enough to detract from 
the overall quality of the paper. 

 
C Paper= Paper is average work; represents some familiarity with the subject 

matter but is missing some important key themes or concepts;  
paper may have some gaps in organizing the logical progression of 
the argument or includes tangents that are not related to the 
paper’s main points;  writer uses very few examples or evidence to 
support general claims;  language is sometimes general or vague;  
spelling or grammar errors that detract from the overall quality of 
the paper. 

 
D Paper= Paper is poor work; represents very little familiarity with the 

subject matter and may be confused as to the key themes or 
concepts;  paper may have serious gaps in organizing the logical 
progression of the argument or be self-contradictory;  paper is 
written in generalities with no examples or evidence to support 
claims;  language is very general, vague, and stilted;  serious 
spelling or grammar errors that detract from the overall quality of 
the paper. 

 
F Paper= Paper represents hardly any familiarity with the subject matter and 

has almost no grasp of key themes or concepts.  Also given in cases 
of plagiarism and other academic malfeasance.  You don’t want to 
go there! 

 


